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BOARD OF REGENTS 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medicine 
held its second meeting of the current fiscal year in Wash- 
ington on December 9, 1957. (This was the fifth meeting of 
the Board since its organization meeting of March 20, 1957.) 
Guests present during the morning session were: Mr. Charles 
Carroll, PBS architect; Mr. DeWitt L. Cooke, Chief of the 
Property Maintenance Branch, PHS; Mr. Harry L. Doran, Deputy 
Chief Finance Officer, PHS; Mr. Ray W. Grim, Executive Offi- 
cer for NLM; Mr. E. G. Huddleston, Jr., Chief of the Proper- 
ty Management Branch, DHEW; Dr. Aims C. McGuinness, Special 
Assistant to the Secretary, DHEW; Mr. K. D. Metcalf, Build- 
ing Consultant for NLM. Also present were Mr. R.B. O'Connor, 
Mr. W. H. Kilham, Jr., and Mr. Robert M. Beder, architects 
for the Library. 

At the morning session the architects presented the dia- 
grammatic plans for the new building; these plans were the 
latest revision of the twenty-first scheme devised, and they 
will be submitted officially to the General Services Admin- 
istration to constitute the diagrammatic stage of the design 
contract. In the afternoon the Board discussed problems in 
connection with the procurement of construction funds, prog- 
ress of the new loan policy, and ways and means of carrying 
out a partial mechanization of the Current List operation. 





BUILDING PLANS 


Building plans have now been brought through the end of 

the diagrammatic stage, indicating the functional relation- 
various elements. The plan calls for a five- 

three floors are below ground level, desig- 

ated as floors A,B, and C, from the top down. Floors B and 
are devoted entirely to stack space. The main floor con- 

tains all areas of interest to the using public who come to 
the Library. Sketches of the arrangement of the main and A 
floors are reproduced on the inside pages of this issue. The 
module size used is 21'x 21'4"; floors A, B, C, and the main 
floor measure 275 x 190 feet. The second floor, which meas- 
ures 150 x 150, provides space for the (continued on page 4) 
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Index Division, Director's office, administrative services, 
Board room, and part of the mechanical equipment (fans). The 
stacks provide capacity for approximately 1,290,000 volumes, 
slightly more than double the number presently held (theses 
and pamphlets counted as 15 to the volume). Allowance is be 
ing made for future expansion of stack space to the rear of 
the building. 


HOW LONG? 


Based on a sample (500) of requests received during the 
month of November, the number of days required to process ap 
interlibrary loan has been calculated (number of work days 
from receipt of request to dispatch of material). The right 
column below shows the cumulative percentage of completed 
orders opposite the number of work days required. 
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FALL MIASMA 


During the year ending on September 30, 1957, the month= 
ly average of hours lost to sick leave at the National Lis 
brary of Medicine was 940. The average in the winter months 
of that period was 1,030, while the highest figure for any 
month was 1,340 sick leave hours. In contrast, during one | 
month of the quarter just past the Library lost 2,446 hours 
to sick leave. In one division alone 937 hours were used a 
compared with an average of 245 for the same month in two 
previous years. 


INDEX-CATALOGUE 


Along with more urgent projects being carried out by the 
Index Division, the compilation of the remaining volumes of 
the Index-Catalogue (supplementary series) is continuing, 
Galley proof is now being received on the first 34,000 en 
tries of the forthcoming author volume. 








Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 














